REMARKS BY HONORABLE Cpt (rtd) GEORGE HURUMA MKUCHIKA (MP.), MINISTER OF STATE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, PUBLIC SERVICE MANAGEMENT AND GOOD GOVERNANCE, DURING THE PUBLIC LECTURE ON THE LESSONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHINESE PUBLIC SERVICE TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DELIVERED BY HER EXCELLENCY WANG KE, AMBASSADOR OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA TO THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, 26 FEBRUARY, 2019 AT THE TANZANIA PUBLIC SERVICE COLLEGE (TPSC), DAR ES SALAAM.
Your Excellency Wang Ke, Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary 

Of the People’s Republic of China to the United Republic of Tanzania,

Dr. Laurian Ndumbaro, the Permanent Secretary, President’s Office,

 Public Service Management and Good Governance,
Dr Henry L. Mambo, Principal and Chief Executive Officer,

Tanzania Public Service College,

Distinguished Staff, TPSC,

Invited Guests,

Representatives of TPSC Students’ Organisation,

Members of the Press,
Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is indeed a great honor for me to be here this morning to grace this extremely important event, in which Your Excellency Wang Ke, the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, have shared the lessons, experiences and tangible contributions and accolades of the Chinese public service to national development. In this regard, allow me to thank the Management of Tanzania Public Service for this glorious invitation.
Your Excellency Madam Ambassador, ladies and gentlemen, from the outset of bilateral relations, the relations between China and Tanzania is historical. The two countries have enjoyed a very special relationship that dates back from the days of the generation of leadership of the founding fathers of these nations, namely the late Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere on the part of Tanzania; and Chairman Mao Zedong of Peoples’ Republic of China. 
The third Phase President of the United Republic of Tanzania, H.E. Benjamin W. Mkapa, once   described the relations between Tanzania and China as having “transcended the traditional government to government contacts and extended to people to people cooperation, to the extent that the people of Tanzania and China call each other ‘RAFIKI’ which means ‘friend’ in Kiswahili”. There couldn’t have been a better summary of the assessment of the unique and firm friendship that has existed over the times between the states and peoples of the United Republic of Tanzania and the People’s Republic of China.
It is indeed gratifying to note with pride that over the whole of this period, the cordial and friendly relations and cooperation between Tanzania and China have been continuously growing in strength and scope, thanks to the firm commitments of one leadership generation after another on both sides to maintain and take them to higher levels. In line with this trend of events, the current generation of leadership under President Dr. John Pombe Magufuli on the Tanzanian side and President Xi Jinping on the Chinese side have reaffirmed in word and action their commitments to strengthen further the bond of our of friendship. 


It is from this umbilical-cord bond and relationship between our two countries, that once the Founding Father of Tanzania, the Late Mwalimu Nyerere said, “Chinese are good-hearted and loving people, appreciating where we Tanzanians should be the one appreciating”. Mwalimu Nyerere said these words when he visited workers constructing TAZARA Railway in Morogoro, where the Chinese workers told Mwalimu, I quote; “Tanzanians are good people, they are helping us to build the railway”. Mwalimu was shocked by these words, because it was the Chinese who were helping us to build the railway. We wish to cherish this friendship forever, Your Excellency.

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, In his keynote speech, at the opening ceremony of the 2018 Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), His Excellency President Xi Jinping said that, China pursues common interests and puts friendship first in pursuing cooperation. It believes that the sure way to boost China-Africa cooperation is for both sides to leverage its respective strength; it is for China to complement Africa's development through its own growth, and it is for both China and Africa to pursue win-win cooperation and common development. In doing so, the President insisted that China will continue to follow the principle of giving more and taking less, giving before taking and giving without asking for return. With open arms, he welcomed African countries aboard the express train of China's development. No one could hold back the Chinese people or the African people as we march towards rejuvenation. No one could deny the remarkable achievements made in China-Africa cooperation, not with their assumption or imagination, with its central loci to improve the well-being of Chinese and African peoples and deliver more benefits to them.


Your Excellency, it is through this preamble that I wish to thank you for choosing such a timely theme for your lecture today. The civil or public service is a vital part of government machinery and its role is decisive in ensuring the stability of governance, its quality and ability to perform and push the frontiers of national development. Public services make the state visible to its citizens, often forming the principal tangible link between governments and their people. Public services carry and diffuse the values of the nation and contribute to the bonding between the state and citizens. No doubt that the experiences, lessons and the contribution of Chinese Public Service to National Development that you have shared with us here today, will form a bedrock for our public service to learn and become an engine of change in public service delivery which ultimately will, as well contribute to our national development agenda with its main goal of industrializing our country. The launch in 2018, of the Chinese funded State of the Art and Modern Library at the University of Dar es Salaam by His Excellency President Dr. John Pombe Magufuli is a testimony of the implementation of these commitments by China to Tanzania.

I am glad to note that one of the recently launched eight major initiatives in close collaboration with African countries in the next three years and beyond, during the 2018 FOCAC Summit is capacity building initiative. In this initiative, China will share more of its development practices with Africa and support cooperation with Africa on economic and social development planning. This will include workshops to be set up in Africa to provide vocational training for young Africans, support opening of a China-Africa innovation cooperation center to promote youth innovation and entrepreneurship, a tailor-made program to train 1,000 high-caliber Africans, 50,000 government scholarships and 50,000 training opportunities for seminars and workshops, and invitation of 2,000 young Africans to visit China for exchanges.


Your Excellency, I am aware that through such training opportunities, in 2017, twelve (12) Tanzania Public Service College (TPSC) staff attended and immensely benefitted from various seminars organized in different cities of China. I am also informed that TPSC is closely working out with your staff to organize more training opportunities for more staff from the College to attend for the year 2019. This is a great gesture of our cooperation, complimenting to increase more skills to the staff. I am delighted to note that, from the meeting you had with the TPSC Management in October last year, today, you will be presenting 10 laptops to the College as the first badge of the assistance promised. I will be glad to officiate soon, another handing over ceremony of other equipments that were requested including, desk top computers, Video Conference facilities to link our six campuses which are in Dar es Salaam, Tanga, Mtwara, Mbeya, Singida and Tabora.
Your Excellency, as eloquently stated by the Principal and Chief Executive Officer, the aim of establishing TPSC was to fill an extant void in terms of a comprehensive training facility for Public Service, the changing needs of Public Services resulting from instituted reforms, and the need for an autonomous financially sustainable public service College. To implement and fulfill its mandate, TPSC needs a strong base of infrastructure, apart from many other critical and important requirements. 
Your Excellency, with the current shift to the Nation’s Capital-Dodoma, TPSC is also required to follow the same suit. Demand for a new headquarter building is critical. They have acquired a premise for new office. On their behalf, let me officially present a special request to you to consider in your assistance budget, the construction of the new TPSC Headquarter Building in Dodoma. The Permanent Secretary and TPSC Management will meet to discuss this and officially present to you detailed requirements for your consideration.

Your Excellency, let me finish by quoting the Former President of the Republic of South African, the Late Nelson Mandela, he once said, “There is nothing more important in life than giving”. We all have unrelated people in our lives who are more than just friends. The bonds we eventually build with them are almost always unbreakable and cherishable. We see them as brothers or sisters and their happiness as well as their sadness becomes our business also. This is the way Tanzania regards China.
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for your attention.
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